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Welcoming a plentiful fall!





Departure Bay Neighbourhood Association newsletter





In this issue:





4th annual “Old Fashioned Picnic” picnic report





Our Neighbourhood Plan





New Items





November 24th DBNA History Night line up:


		- Author Jan Peterson


- Anthropologist Dr Lorraine Littlefield and First   Nations Historian Geraldine Manson


- Tea time


		- Entertainers Mama’s Kitchen


		- Neighbourhood issues updates and social








Building Block of our Community


Member Newsletter, Winter 2005


Correspondence: c/o Davidson, 2730 Elk Street, Nanaimo, B.C. V9S 3T9 phone: 756-0395


		ajkdavidson@shaw.ca 				Web Page: www.dbna.nanaimo-online.net





Our mission:


To identify issues affecting the Departure Bay Neighbourhood and to produce and promote 


neighbourhood devised solutions, to develop a sense of community awareness, 


and to provide a forum for neighbours to get to know one another


	


Executive Positions  - Term May 2005 to April 2006


		President: 				Allan Davidson 756-0395


		Vice-President: 			Karen Hovestad 751-0988


		Vice-President:			Dave Shillabeer 758-4355


		Treasurer:				Kelly Franklin 760-0170 email: kelly_franklin@telus.net


		Secretary: 				Joan Wallace 758-8973


		Past President:  			Jennifer Davidson 756-0395 (non-elected position)


Non-elected committee positions


		Social:					Joan Shillabeer


		Newsletter & Publicity:		Reale Emond


		Members at large contributors:	Rob Ward, Penny & Dale Bent, Sherry Halfyard, David Birch, 							Marianne Erb.











NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 


for a 9 UNIT CONDOMINUM BUILDING at the corner of Bay and Departure Bay Roads


Wednesday, September 13th, 2006


7:00 pm to 9:00 pm


Kin Hut, Departure Bay Beach


Presentation given by Larry Lokun, Owner and Robert Boyle, Architect





EMBELLISHMENT COMMITTEE





The Departure Bay Beach Embellishment Committee is very please and proud to see the following suggestions and projects come to fruition:


Realignment of the parking area at Kin Hut


Bush cleanup and new picnic area at the north end of the promenade


Hand painted banners on our waterfront; thank you to our wonderful artists for their talents and dedication.





We would like to thank city staff Richard Harding, Chris Sholberg and Lisa Bopalsingh and city crew for their timely work and well appreciated help on these projects.





We are now working on:


Interpretive plaques for the waterfront: we are in the process of making up a first draft at a completed plaque; once approved by city staff, we will proceed with an additional 6.


Next year’s Banner Festival participation from DBNA: we will have a dedicated table at the picnic where you can try your hand at painting a mini banner.


Lamppost replacement with Marine type of lighting: we hope to match or better the downtown waterfront theme for continuity and to provide a contiguous effect to the Nanaimo waterfront.


Addition of flower baskets to the  new lampposts and planters to the new picnic area: we feel the sand in the new picnic area needs to be contained and we are suggesting perimeter planters for the area. 





If you wish to participate on this committee, please contact Reale at reale_emond@telus.net or call 760.0170





DBNA committees updates





TRAFFIC COMMITTEE - Your Traffic Committee has been busy during the summer





June 7 - 


Committee meets to review critical items for action, and to plan follow-up meetings. The latest engineering drawings were obtained from the City Engineering Department for roadwork, sidewalk and crosswalk improvements for traffic calming and improved safety. These works are to be carried out in the spring of 2007 in conjunction with replacement of the old watermain on Departure Bay Road in the main beachfront area between Doctors Road and Bay Street.  These were marked-up by the committee to show elements from the draft neighbourhood plan that should be considered in conjunction with the proposed 2007 works.  Status of the Hammond Bay Road median islands/traffic calming, as requested by Eric Ricker at the DBNA AGM was also reviewed, and set for follow-up with the City.


June 26 - 


Committee members met with residents David Birch and Eric Ricker along Hammond Bay Road adjacent to the new Shores development.  Many safety concerns to motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists were noted and listed, along with changes to the publicly reviewed and accepted Boulevard Transportation Group Hammond Bay Road Mobility Study that have been constructed(bus stops moved, and no bus bays constructed as approved by the study).  Some extra works have also been installed, such as concrete barriers which have been installed since the high-speed traffic fatality against The Shores building took place.


June 27 - 


Members Kelly Franklin and Dave Shillabeer spent the evening measuring the severe cross-slope on the beachfront walkway.  In places it has 10% to 12% crossfall, over 5 times the City standard of 2%.  Many users emphasized the great difficulty they have walking along this section of seawalk, some only able to walk one direction or with support assistance as their deteriorating knee and hip joints cannot handle the angle.


June 28 - 


Committee met with representatives of City Planning, Engineering, and Parks, as well as two representatives of the DBNA Embellishment Committee.  Marked-up  drawings of the beachfront improvement project were reviewed and left with staff for consideration and possible action.  Notes on the Hammond Bay Road review meeting were discussed, and left with Engineering for their follow-up.





Various e-mails have since been received from appropriate City staff, and the committee will be following up on these many items over the next few months.





Dave Shillabeer, Co-Chairperson.











2920 Hammond Bay Rd, Nanaimo V9T 1E2











SHOREKEEPERS WANTED  September 6th, 2006





The Shorekeepers are a group of people who have volunteered (in our case) to monitor two places on the foreshore of  Departure Bay in great detail.  This is done under the supervision of the Department of Fisheries.  We measure the shoreline, and map the amount of sand, rock, and cobble, measure the slope of the beach and count the creatures that inhabit the area.





It takes most of a day to do this.  No particular talent is required.  We need people who care about the shore and who are interested in the ecology of this habitat. Sunscreen and a hat are recommended.





Fisheries want to track changes in shore, populations, sand and grass. Apparently it takes about five years to determine a pattern of change, because their are changes every year of some sort. The results are posted by the Government of Canada and become available to researchers.





Please call Penny Bent 751-8261 for more information.  We want to see you on September 6. 





ALL WELCOME!





Sunday, 


September 17th, 2006


Noon to 4pm


Kin Park 


at Departure Bay Beach





























Enjoying a beautiful summer!





Departure Bay Neighbourhood Association newsletter
































In this issue:





Report from your president





Update on neighbourhood committees





New Items: Be Emergency Prepared


			  Shorekeepers wants you!


			  Notices of public meeting





5th annual “Old Fashioned Picnic” celebrations





Building Block of our Community


Member Newsletter, Summer 2006


Correspondence: c/o Shillabeer, 2920 Hammond Bay Rd, Nanaimo, B.C. V9T 1E2 phone: 758-4355


	   dshillab@shaw.ca  	 				 Web Page: www.dbna.nanaimo-online.net





Our mission:


To identify issues affecting the Departure Bay Neighbourhood and to produce and promote 


neighbourhood devised solutions, to develop a sense of community awareness, 


and to provide a forum for neighbours to get to know one another


	


Executive Positions  - Term May 2006 to April 2007


		President: 				Joan Shillabeer 758-4355


		Vice-President: 			Allan Davidson 756-0395


		Vice-President:			Judy Anderson 756-3030


		Treasurer:				Dave Shillabeer 758-4355


		Secretary: 				Joan Wallace 758-8973


		Past President:  			Allan Davidson 756-0395 (non-elected position)


Non-elected committee positions


		Social:					Joan Shillabeer


		Newsletter & Publicity:		Reale Emond


		Members at large contributors:	Penny & Dale Bent, Sherry Halfyard, Jennifer Davidson, 								Marianne Erb, Annette Roehlig.























Report from your president





SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT





The next major neighbourhood event is the 5th annual Departure Bay picnic.  Come join us SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, from noon till 4:00 p.m.  We want this picnic to be the best ever!  Join us for:





Barbecued hamburgers and hotdogs 


Games, Face Painting, Splash Tank


Sand Castle Competition with prizes


Silent auction


Entertainment


Make your own mini banners


Make your own fancy hats


Bubble competition





If you would like to join the Social Committee in 


planning this fun event please call me at 758-4355.


Joan Shillabeer, Chairman, Social Committee





GLAD COMMITTEE – Graffiti, Litter and Debris





GLAD now has seven  people who have ‘adopted’ an area to keep free of litter.  If you are interested in taking on your block or a designated area, please email


Marianne Erb at   � HYPERLINK "mailto:speak@shaw.ca" �speak@shaw.ca�. 





The graffiti removal team of Kelly Franklin and Marianne Erb started removing and painting over graffiti in July 2005. The areas covered stretch from Brooks Landing to the Biological Station and from upper Departure Bay edging on the Country Club area to the beach, as well as parts of Sherwood Forest. It is important to remove the graffiti on the feeder streets leading to Departure Bay, as the ‘graffiti taggers’ choose and then follow lengthy routes. 





Kelly and Marianne will be doing a graffiti run in early September. If you notice graffiti in your area or if you wish to join in the clean-up, please email Marianne.





EMERGENGY PREPAREDNESS


We are interested in forming an Emergency Preparedness committee to work with Jim Kipp, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator with the City of Nanaimo, and staff and parents at Departure Bay Elementary School. The goal is to set up procedures and plans to be followed in the case of an emergency, particularly an earthquake. There are several open houses and training sessions coming up in September that we have been invited to participate in. If you are interested in working with this group, please contact Jennifer Davidson at ajkdavidson@shaw.ca or at 756-0395





As the new president of the Departure Bay Neighbourhood Association, it is my honour to represent you in this wonderful area. Some of you may have concerns regarding the development of the neighbourhood, such as traffic safety, beach beautification or social programs. Together with your input, I plan to address any neighbourhood issues. Feel free to email me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:dshillab@shaw.ca" �dshillab@shaw.ca� or call me at 758-4355.





With the introduction of the Neighbourhood Plan, I feel we have an exciting year ahead of us. The plan consists of an impressive 45 page report.  From cover to cover, the report is filled with beautiful coloured pictures and graphic details of what to expect for the future of our area.  With the collaboration of  volunteers, city staff and UBC urban planning students, it proposes changes to the neighbourhood, some of which will occur in the next two years.  We are very proud of our participation in this project.  You can find the report on the City of Nanaimo web site or obtain a copy from the planning department at city hall. The city has scheduled a public hearing to get final comments from the community on the Neighbourhood Plan document. This will be the final opportunity for you to have input  prior to Council voting on whether or not to adopt the plan. The public hearing is scheduled for 7 pm on Thursday  Sept 7, 2006  at the Regional District Office ( 6300 Hammond Bay Road). Should you have comments either pro or con, you are encouraged to attend and participate in the hearing.





We are also proud of our locally designed and hand painted banners showcased on the promenade. They artfully depict our Departure Bay past and present. Well done!





If you would like to help make our community a better place, we have several committees for the public to join. 


Departure Bay is worth it. 									


Joan Shillabeer
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