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Building Block of our Community


Member Newsletter, Spring 2008


	        	


Departure Bay Neighbourhood Association was formed spring of 2000 with the following mandate:





To identify issues affecting the Departure Bay Neighbourhood and to produce and promote 


neighbourhood devised solutions, to develop a sense of community awareness, 


and to provide a forum for neighbours to get to know one another





The Association is registered as a non-profit organization under the Societies Act of British Columbia. As such we are required to have an elected Board, hold annual elections that are open to all members in good standing and file an annual financial report with the Provincial Government.





Executive Positions  - Term May 2007 to April 2008


		President: 				Allan Davidson 756-0395


		Vice-President: 			Penny Bent  751-8261


		Vice-President:			Karen Hovestad  751-0988


		Treasurer:				Jennifer Davidson 756-0395


		Secretary: 				Joan Wallace 758-8973


		Past President:  			Joan Shillabeer 758-4355(non-elected position)


Non-elected committee positions


		Social:					Joan Shillabeer 


		Newsletter & Publicity:		Reale Emond 


		Members at large contributors:	Dale Bent, Kelly Franklin, Marianne Erb, Fred Pattje, 


							Linda Cole, Dave Shillabeer, Laurie Peck,





Spring has arrived!


Departure Bay Neighbourhood Association newsletter





2730 Elk Street, Nanaimo V9S 3T9





Don’t miss our AGM!


April 24th, 2008, 7pm to 9pm


Kin Hut at Departure Bay Beach


Elections followed by


Presentation and slide show 


“Departure Creek and its fish resource” 


from Nanaimo fish stream and creek specialist 


Charles Thirkill 








CHECK WWW.DBNA.CA 


FOR DETAILS ON LOCAL EVENTS AND NEW PICTURES


TELL YOUR NEIGHBOURS

















Report from our president











  Important Dates, mark your calendars!


April 24, 2008: AGM


June 22, 2008: DBNA Old Fashion Picnic 


November 13, 2008: DBNA History Night





Look for our posters and advertisements 


closer to the dates





Annual Elections





Our annual elections are once again approaching with the Annual General Meeting scheduled for April 24, 2008 at the Kin Hut. All elected Executive Positions are open. This includes President, Vice President, Treasurer and    Secretary. If you are not interested in running for an elected position, please consider joining the Executive as a member at large.  We are always looking for new faces and ideas.





Once again the election portion of the AGM will be managed by one of our long-term members, Dave Harvey. If you are interested in standing for any of the elected positions please advise Dave, well in advance of the meeting, at 758-7518 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:dtharvey@shaw.ca" �dtharvey@shaw.ca�


Memberships





All memberships are due for renewal at the AGM (we do not pro-rate).  Membership is still a great deal at $5 per family each year.  If you do not plan to be at the meeting, please mail or drop off your $5 membership to:





Jennifer Davidson


2730 Elk Street


Nanaimo, BC


V9S 3T9





You may also give your renewal to any members of the current executive.


Volunteers





We encourage more members to become involved with the Association.  We are always looking for members to become more active.  At present, some areas in which we always need help are:





Helping to set up for meetings


Volunteering at our annual summer picnic


Delivering newsletters


Attending executive meetings (we welcome fresh faces and ideas)





Please Contact Allan Davidson at 756-0395 if you are interested, or use the contact section in the DBNA website: WWW.DBNA.CA


Crosswalk at Bay Street and Departure Bay Road





As many of you know, the City has advised us of their intention to make changes to the pedestrian crosswalks on Departure Bay Road, between Bay Street and Wingrove Street. Plans involve removal of the existing crosswalk at the foot of Bay Street, installation of overhead pedestrian flashing lights at the mid block crosswalk between Bay Street and Wingrove Street and improvements to the sidewalk to the south of 7- Eleven. These changes are being made to deal with safety concerns related to the operation of the Bay Street crosswalk, now that a northbound left turn lane has been added to the intersection. Changes are expected to be implemented in the spring of 2008.








EMBELLISHMENT COMMITTEE





 





Sugarloaf Mountain Christmas Lights





As approved in our last AGM, the Association recently made a $100 donation to the Nanaimo Firefighters to help cover the ongoing costs associated with maintaining the Christmas lights on top of Sugarloaf Mountain.





Several positive comments were received this year regarding the seasonal display. Thanks to the Firefighters for their volunteer efforts and to the adjacent property  owners for assisting with the power hook-up.





Our Banner Designs Are In!


Come May long weekend, look up on the promenade and admire this year’s designs to celebrate BC’s 150th birthday. You’ll find hummingbirds, watercraft, beach beauties and other surprises! Come down and celebrate our paradise with your neighbours.





DBNA committees updates























SOCIAL COMMITTEE





History Night 2007 Report





Our sixth annual History Night, held on November 22, 2007 was a great success. The evening focused on the recent archaeological dig that had taken place at 2855 Departure Bay Rd (Tides Condominium site) and the ancient First Nations village that had existed at Departure Bay for thousands of years prior to the arrival of European settlers.


Representatives of the Snuneymuxw First Nation and the archaeologist who undertook the most recent work (Bjorn Simonsen) made a series of informative presentations that highlighted the significance of the latest discoveries and of the village site in general. Chief Viola Wyse announced that, due to the archaeological significance of the Tides property, the Province had agreed to protect the area from development by purchasing it on behalf of the First Nation.





It is our understanding that since November, the Province, the property owner and the First Nation have continued discussions and negotiations over the purchase and management of the property. At this point, it is not known how the site will be used.





An early date for our Old Fashion Picnic


We have again changed the date for the 6th annual picnic, from the traditional September timing, for a better chance of sunny and warmer weather. The June date allows Departure Bay School children and their parents to be notified through their school newsletter, which we hope will give even more people a chance to attend this fun neighbourhood event. Come with your family and friends to celebrate with us the wonderful life we have in Departure Bay; we’ll have food, games, face painting, sandcastle competition and prizes!


All are welcome! No membership required!





SHOREKEEPERS WANTED  


The Shorekeepers are a group of people who have volunteered (in our case) to monitor two places on the foreshore of Departure Bay in great detail. This is done under the supervision of the Department of Fisheries. We measure the shoreline, and map the amount of sand, rock, and cobble, measure the slope of the beach and count the creatures that inhabit the area.


It takes most of a day to do this.  No particular talent is required.  We need people who care about the shore and who are interested in the ecology of this habitat. Sunscreen and a hat are recommended.


Fisheries want to track changes in shore, populations, sand and grass. Apparently it takes about five years to determine a pattern of change, because their are changes every year of some sort. The results are posted by the Government of Canada and become available to researchers.





Please call Penny Bent 751-8261 for more information.  





SAFETY








Your DBNA Membership Application Form


Please fill out the application and drop it off /mail with your $5 yearly family fee to:


Jennifer Davidson, DBNA Treasurer, 2730 Elk Street, Nanaimo, BC V9S 3T9





I am committed to a dynamic and healthy neighbourhood.


Count me/us in as member(s)


Name: _____________________________________________________


Date: ______________________________________________________


Address: ____________________________________________________


Postal Code: _________________________________________________


Phone: ______________________________________________________


E-Mail: ______________________________________________________


Would you like to get more involved? Please let us know your areas of expertise.





___________________________________________________________________________________________





___________________________________________________________________________________________





Membership





Please let your friends and neighbours, especially newcomers, know about the organization. 


A tear-off membership application is included below.





In 2004, the City of Nanaimo deployed a Bike Unit as the initial step in establishing their Safer Nanaimo Initiative. This unit began its mission down town where due to the 50% vacancy rate there was disorder due to addictions and mental health issues. What has been identified is that the majority of people involved are not truly problematic. It is a very small number of people that have been identified as predators who are key players in the orchestration of virtually all disorder.  Once identified, isolated and arrested, neighbourhood harmony is easier to achieve.


Concentrated collaboration with community services, businesses and fully supported by Mayor and council this program is working to improve public safety. The focus of the group’s work has spread from strictly the downtown core to any neighbourhood with disorder. During a presentation from the three key members Dave Laberge (RCMP Bike Unit Commander) John Horn (Social Planner) and Randy Churchill (Mgr Bylaw Services) it was clear that no neighbourhood is immune to predators and disorder. John Horn shared some information about what indicators can predict potential for disorder: extremes in income disparity and /or less than 10% residents employed as “high status” professionals put neighbourhoods in jeopardy. One of the simplest ways you can contribute to a safer community is to make it a priority to KNOW your neighbours and be vigilant about observing what is happening on your street. This practice augmented by  “Neighourhood Watch” is the very best way to keep YOUR street safe. 


Submitted by Karen Hovestad
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